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tions between Cabinet Ministers and their private secre-
taries and the Press fill me with amazement, and I must
add shock me.

I have, of course, often had to communicate by order
confidential information to the newspapers with con-
ditions" as to time and terms of publication, and I have
never known one single instance in which such con-
ditions were not scrupulously and honourably observed.
*A newspaper of a sort once alluded to me as a
"blood-sucking vampire," but I gratefully acknowledge
the often far too generous terms in which they have
dealt with me.

I remember a notable instance of the upright atti-
tude of an editor of great distinction. Wolseley had
deliberately sent to the newspapers a communique
stating what his movements would be in regard
to the Egyptian campaign, with the intention of
deceiving the enemy. The information was important
and had all the appearance of being genuine* Mr*
Mudford, the editor of the Standard, came to my house
at midnight with the cornmuniqu6, which he returned
to me, saying that he felt sure it must have been issued
by mistake and that he would not think of publish-
ing it as it would be giving away Lord Wolseley's
plans*

In Indk as well as in England I have never once
had to deal with a pressman who did not prove to be
absolutely honourable in his relations with publk
departments, I write this certainly not patronizingly
but very gratefully.

The greatest compliment ever paid me came horn a